
Greater Omaha’s economy remained resilient in 
January 2026. The unemployment rate rose modestly 
from 3.0% in January 2025 to 3.3% in January 2026, 
slightly above Nebraska’s 3.1% but still well below 
the national rate of 4.4%. Total employment was 
unchanged compared to January 2025, though several 
sectors posted notable gains, including Construction 
(+5.8%), Education and Health Services (+2.2%), and 
Financial Activities (+1.1%).

The U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis released Q4 
2025 GDP by state. GDP, the broadest measure of 
economic activity, captures the total value of goods 
and services produced. Output increased in most 
states, with U.S. GDP rising 0.5%. Nebraska’s GDP 
grew 1.0% from the previous quarter, while Iowa’s 
increased 1.8%.
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The Brookings Institution released its 
2026 Metro Monitor report in March, which 
evaluates economic performance across 
growth, prosperity, and multiple dimensions 
of inclusion. The Omaha metro, categorized 
among very large metro areas (1 million or 
more residents), ranked ninth in productivity, 
its strongest performance, highlighting the 
region’s ability to generate high economic 
output per worker. More broadly, Omaha 
reflects continued long-term growth in 
employment and earnings, alongside gradual 
improvements in economic inclusion. As a 
very large metro, the region is increasingly 
positioned to compete nationally for talent 
and investment. To view the full report, click 
here.

HIGHLIGHTS

GREATER OMAHA
202601ECONOMIC INDICATORS

3-MONTH AVERAGE
January 2026: $34.28
January 2025: $34.29

3-MONTH AVERAGE
January 2026: 199,785
January 2025: 202,258

PRIVATE  
HOURLY WAGES (OMAHA MSA)

AIRLINE PASSENGERS 
(OMAHA ENPLANEMENTS)

January 2026 had 
slightly less passenger 

enplanements compared to 
the same time period last 

year.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
January 2026: 201
January 2025: 238

SINGLE FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

Single family permits 
decreased in January 

2026. These new home 
permits are valued at 

$41.2 million.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
January 2026: 3.3%
January 2025: 3.0%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
January 2026: $118.8 mm
January 2025: $61.8 mm 

UNEMPLOYMENT (OMAHA CSA)
COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

 +0.3%  January 2026 saw an 
increase in commercial 
construction valuation.

*Includes new construction, finishes 
and remodels.

+92.3%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
January 2026: 543,744
January 2025: 531,158

EMPLOYMENT 
GROWTH (OMAHA CSA)

Greater Omaha had a net 
increase of almost 12,600 

employed workers compared 
to the same time period in 

2025.

+2.4%

-1.2% -15.4%  Average private hourly 
wages remained the same 

since last year.
 +0.0%  

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/metro-monitor-2026/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/metro-monitor-2026/
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