
Greater Omaha’s economy remained 
resilient in January 2026. The 
unemployment rate increased slightly from 
3.3% in January 2025 to 3.4% in January 
2026. While this was marginally higher 
than Nebraska’s 3.3% unemployment rate, 
it remained well below the national rate of 
4.5%. Total employment was unchanged 
compared to February 2025, though 
several sectors posted notable gains, 
including Construction (+6.6%), Education 
and Health Services (+2.1%), and Financial 
Activities (+1.4%). Eppley Airfield also 
recorded a modest increase in passenger 
enplanements compared to February 2025.
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Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI) is a 
U.S. Census Bureau dataset that provides 
detailed insights into workforce trends, 
including employee hiring, turnover, job 
gains, and job losses. It is one of the most 
comprehensive sources for workforce 
demographic data, offering information 
by industry on age, gender, race/ethnicity, 
and educational attainment. QWI can help 
answer questions such as: What is the 
racial and ethnic makeup of workers in 
my industry? Which industries may be 
affected by upcoming retirements? And 
what are the education levels of workers 
in my county? To learn more or access the 
tool, click here.

HIGHLIGHTS

GREATER OMAHA
202602ECONOMIC INDICATORS

3-MONTH AVERAGE
February 2026: $33.76
February 2025: $34.71

3-MONTH AVERAGE
February 2026: 193,332
February 2025: 191,764

PRIVATE  
HOURLY WAGES (OMAHA MSA)

AIRLINE PASSENGERS 
(OMAHA ENPLANEMENTS)

February 2026 had 
slightly more passenger 

enplanements compared to 
the same time period last 

year.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
February 2026: 220
February 2025: 242

SINGLE FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

Single family permits 
decreased in February 

2026. These new home 
permits are valued at 

$45.4 million.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
February 2026: 3.4%
February 2025: 3.3%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
February 2026: $105.2 mm

February 2025: $70.9 mm 

UNEMPLOYMENT (OMAHA CSA)
COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

 +0.1%  February 2026 saw an 
increase in commercial 
construction valuation.

*Includes new construction, finishes 
and remodels.

+48.4%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
February 2026: 542,223
February 2025: 530,847

EMPLOYMENT 
GROWTH (OMAHA CSA)

Greater Omaha had a net 
increase of over 11,300 

employed workers compared 
to the same time period in 

2025.

+2.1%

+0.8% -8.8%  Average private hourly 
wages decreased slightly 

compared to the same 
since last year.

 -2.7%  

https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/
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