
Greater Omaha’s economy remained 
resilient in March 2026. The unemployment 
rate edged down from 3.4% in March 
2025 to 3.3% in March 2026, matching 
Nebraska’s rate and remaining well 
below the national unemployment rate 
of 4.6%. Total employment was relatively 
unchanged compared to March 2025, 
though several sectors posted notable 
gains, including Construction (+8.1%), 
Education and Health Services (+2.3%), 
and Financial Activities (+1.5%). Eppley 
Airfield also reported a modest increase 
in passenger enplanements compared to 
March 2025.
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The Bureau of Labor Statistics released 
their May 2025 Occupational Employment 
and Wage Statistics earlier this month. 
The BLS produces this dataset annually 
for over 800 occupations at the national, 
state and metro level. Compared to last 
year, Omaha’s annual median wage for all 
occupations grew 1.9%. Some occupation 
groups that saw wage growth were 
education (15.6%), business and financial 
operations (7.6%), healthcare (3.5%) and 
production (3.2%). To view more detailed 
information on specific occupation 
employment numbers and wages in the 
Omaha metro, click here.

HIGHLIGHTS

GREATER OMAHA
202603ECONOMIC INDICATORS

3-MONTH AVERAGE
March 2026: $33.37
March 2025: $34.73

3-MONTH AVERAGE
March 2026: 193,746
March 2025: 189,130

PRIVATE  
HOURLY WAGES (OMAHA MSA)

AIRLINE PASSENGERS 
(OMAHA ENPLANEMENTS)

March 2026 had slightly more 
passenger enplanements 

compared to the same time 
period last year.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
March 2026: 278
March 2025: 277

SINGLE FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

Single family permits 
remained about the same 

in March 2026. These new 
home permits are valued 

at $53.3 million.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
March 2026: 3.3%
March 2025: 3.4%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
March 2026: $202.4 mm

March 2025: $63.7 mm 

UNEMPLOYMENT (OMAHA CSA)
COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

 -0.1%  March 2026 saw an 
increase in commercial 
construction valuation.

*Includes new construction, finishes 
and remodels.

*Did not receive permits from City of 
Wahoo and Washington County.

+217.7%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
March 2026: 544,549
March 2025: 540,060

EMPLOYMENT 
GROWTH (OMAHA CSA)

Greater Omaha had a net 
increase of almost 4,500 

employed workers compared 
to the same time period in 

2025.

+0.8%

+2.4% +0.5%  Average private hourly 
wages decreased slightly 

compared to the same 
since last year.

 -3.9%  

https://data.bls.gov/oes/#/area/0036540/2025
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