GREATER OMAHA
ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Greater Omaha’s economy remained

resilient in April 2026. The unemployment

rate edged down from 3.2% in April 2025

to 3.0% in April 2026, matching Nebraska’s

rate and remaining well below the

national unemployment rate of 4.3%. Total
employment was relatively unchanged year

over year, though several sectors posted
notable gains, including Construction
(+8.4%), Education and Health Services
(+2.5%), and Financial Activities (+1.3%).
Eppley Airfield also reported a modest
increase in passenger enplanements
compared to April 2025.

The Council for Community and Economic
Research (C2ER) released its Q1 2026
Cost of Living Index last month. The Index
compares the cost of consumer goods and
services across nearly 270 urban areas

to the national average (set at 100). In Q1
2026, the Omaha metro posted a score

of 90.4 — 9.6% below the U.S. average.
Housing, which represents the largest
component of the Index, registered at 79.3,
or 20.7% below the national average. If you
have any questions or would like to see
how Omaha compares to other metros,
please reach out to us.
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Average private hourly
wages decreased slightly
compared to the same
since last year.

April 2025: 543,359

Greater Omaha had a net
increase of over 5,300
employed workers compared
to the same time period in
2025.
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+ 0/0 April 2026 saw an increase
x in commercial construction

valuation.

*Includes new construction, finishes
and remodels.

*Did not receive permits from Cities of
Wahoo and Grenta and Wasgmgnt)n
ounty.
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CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (csa) (OMAHA ENPLANEMENTS)
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Single family permits
remained about the same
in April 2026. These new
home permits are valued
at $55.1 million.

+3.1%

808 Conagra Dr. Ste. 400 | Omaha, NE 68102

April 2025: 194,095

April 2026 had slightly more
passenger enplanements
compared to the same time
period last year.

+4.3%
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