
Greater Omaha continued to demonstrate 
economic stability in May 2026, supported by a 
strong labor market and growth across several 
key industries. The unemployment rate declined 
from 3.0% in May 2025 to 2.8%, matching 
Nebraska’s rate and remaining well below the 
national rate of 4.1%. Total employment remained 
relatively stable compared to May 2025, while 
several industries recorded notable job growth, 
including Construction (+7.2%), Education and 
Health Services (+2.4%), Financial Activities 
(+1.3%), and Leisure and Hospitality (+1.2%). 
Eppley Airfield also reported a modest increase in 
passenger enplanements, suggesting continued 
momentum in regional air travel.
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Nebraska’s Coordinating Commission 
for Postsecondary Education (CCPE) 
is a state agency that focuses 
on promoting sound policies for 
Nebraska’s colleges and universities. 
The CCPE produces reports and 
dashboards that are relevant to 
Nebraska’s higher education, including 
topics such as College Continuation 
Rates, College Enrollment, and College 
Degrees and Other Awards. To view the 
dashboards, click here.

HIGHLIGHTS

GREATER OMAHA
202605ECONOMIC INDICATORS

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2026: $33.55
May 2025: $34.32

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2026: 225,288
May 2025: 217,002

PRIVATE  
HOURLY WAGES (OMAHA MSA)

AIRLINE PASSENGERS 
(OMAHA ENPLANEMENTS)

May 2026 had slightly more 
passenger enplanements 

compared to the same time 
period last year.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2026: 315
May 2025: 279

SINGLE FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

Single family permits 
remained about the same 
in May 2026. These new 
home permits are valued 

at $65.8 million.

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2026: 2.8%
May 2025: 3.0%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2026: $261.7 mm

May 2025: $73.3 mm 

UNEMPLOYMENT (OMAHA CSA)
COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

 -0.2%  May 2026 saw an increase 
in commercial construction 

valuation.

*Includes new construction, finishes 
and remodels.

*Did not receive permits from 
Harrison County.

+257.0%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
May 2026: 552,345
May 2025: 546,573

EMPLOYMENT 
GROWTH (OMAHA CSA)

Greater Omaha had a net 
increase of over 5,700 

employed workers compared 
to the same time period in 

2025.

+1.1%

+3.8% +12.8%  Average private hourly 
wages decreased slightly 

compared to the same 
since last year.

 -2.2%  

https://ccpe.nebraska.gov/dashboards
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